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CONSERVATION PRIORITIES

IN THE
COLORADO RIVER DELTA

MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES




these and many more organizations and funders are working in several
ongoing efforts and initiatives to restore the Delta
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Results: Map of the Possible
= e W, A network of 15
Conservation Priority
Areas, totaling 850,000
acres that, with proper
management, will ensure
the long-term persistence
of the Delta biodiversity
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Restaralion areas are those needing %,
action lo re-establish ecclogical func‘riﬂns.l}
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Protection areas are those cumrently
in goad condilion, as they provide
critical hatitat for species af
‘canservation concern.

JTwo priority areas reqguired protective
and restoralion actions. 3



Ongoing restoration efforts In
Mexico

Restoration = Riparian + Off-channel + Estuarine
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MWexicali, BC

Humedales de |
Mesa de Andrade Valle de

Mexicali
Lagunas de San Luis Rio Colorado
Cerra Prieto Sonora

Estimated
water

Rio Colorado

2 -4 mds
30 - 40 m3/s — 3 meses, 4 afos
<2 ppm

needs

Rio Hardy "¢

1.2 -2md/s Cienega de | 4 M¥/s
< 3.5 ppm Santa Clara | < 3 ppm
“Zona Intemmareal

Leyenda \

Corredor Ripario “‘~\\ I5la

Zona Agricola \ Morntague =

Zona Intermareal y Costera :

B Humedales Alejados del Canal 5‘1?
. Corredor del Rio Hardy / AltoGolfo




Colorado River
Corridor

Overall goal: Develop
a 80,000-acre
functional ecological

area
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Restoration
Demonstration
Project
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Laguna Grande

 Planted 2,400
native trees in 23
acres in 2006-07:

— 1,300 mesquite

— 1,100 CW and
willow trees







——

R



















“A v R -1? 29/ 4
wj .A_i é‘: 4 ‘)/; ’; y .

g’f
zoNA DE "m%lﬁﬂ aeoLéch é‘

o
T

~ NOTIRES BASURA
P e Pgwm LA TALA DE ARBOLES
e e ﬁ Pnovouuea INCENDIOS







Developed a community
vision for restoration

Reached over 1,500 local
community members and 60
government officials, 20 percent
of which participated in
restoration actions.

Created five full-time jobs.



In the Next 2-3
years

Enhance 250
acres and
secure 5,000 af

of water — |SEEECESEEEEE ...

~ W [ Enhance marsh and CW and Willow forest
~ 0 i Mesguite Bosoue (need salt cedar removal)

| Mesquite bosque (minor saltcedar removal)
Enhancement of existing CW-W farest |

23 acres restored with 2500 trees in 2008 and 2007 ‘

[] 4.400 acres Restoration Demostration site
Federal Land Concessions for restoration (pending final approval) |




Results to date .... Hardy River

 Planted native trees in

sites

 |nundated about 2,500
acres, which are in

a total of 36 acresin 7 \-—‘{;
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process of becoming
marsh wetlands




Results to date .... Hardy River




Hardy River Is very
Important for local people
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Extremely Important for
the Cucapa Tribe in

MexXico
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Native tree nursery
built in 2002,
rehabilitated in 2006: |

produced 5,000+
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Water and land policy — Hardy River

Total drainage water flows into Hardy River

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Year

Annual average flow of 21,000 acre feet at 0.9 cubic meters/s

Average salinity 3-5 parts per thousand



How to secure a permanent flow to the Hardy River?

The State of Baja California signed an agreement to
dedicate 0.5 cubic meters/second of treated water




o Dr. Karl Flessa from the University of Arizona is
leading the project to explore if a portion of the
estuary can be restored with limited water supply.
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Scaling up restoration in the
Colorado River Delta

Areasto oe mpacsed in the short Term (3-5 pears)
Restoraton dem osiration sie {4,400 acres)

[J Herdy River wellands (5,310 acras)

[ Wini-estuany (9 150 acres)

Bl Cicnega de Santa Clare and
El Boctor Wetiands (37,363 acres)

Arpas o be mpacted In e leng-term (510 years)

Riparian-aatugring corridor (80 000 acree)
[ e=tusring ares (31,250 acres)

San Lurs restoration sibs (4 940 acres}



Water quantity
Water quality

Funding for research, monitoring,
Implementation

Lack of data vs decision making

Impacts of climate change:
— Drought
— Sea level rise



 Restoration allows the environment itself to
become more resilient in the face of climate
change or human impacts.

« Modest amounts of water from Mexico would
produce ecologically significant riparian corridors

 |tis feasible and recommendable to implement
pilot/demonstration projects while developing a
detailed large-scale restoration strategy.



Take —home messages:

e Large-scale restoration of the
Delta in Mexico is feasible
and cost-effective,

It requires relatively modest
water flows, strong
collaboration at different
levels, a solid community-
based foundation, and proper
management




But also heart and passion
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Thank you !




